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Preface

Taking their opening of offices in the Tokyo Midtown complex as an opportunity,
the Japan Industrial Design Promotion Organization, the Japan Graphic Designers
Association Inc., and Kyushu University Faculty of Design are embarking on a
new activity that underscores their respective features, yet is collaborative at the
same time. The conceptual image associated with this collaboration overlaps with
that of a wheel that moves Japanese design, ways of life and industry, as well as
society-as a whole, forward. We therefore named the locus of this activity the
Design Hub.

Society in the 21st century demands the latent potential of design to be further
exerted. Linkages between various spheres of human activity in a cross-
disciplinary manner are anticipated, together with proposals that will benefit
society.

The Design Hub is the world's first attempt to fulfill these expectations.

We intend to use this hub as a means of linking Japan and the world, as we go
forward in developing the future of design.
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Hikoharu Kure
President of Japan Industrial Design Promotion Organization (JIDPO)
The Good Design Award, the core activity of the Japan Industrial Design Promo-

tion Organization, marked its 50th anniversary. We appreciate all our supporters
who made this possible. Now, we embark upon the next 50 years, as we move to
the Tokyo Midtown complex. Taking this opportunity, we return to the founding
spirit of this organization while engaging also in activities to promote the develop-
ment of a new era. Not only reinforcing the Good Design Award, but also we will
have the collaboration of designer organizations and academic institutions in the
Design Hub and the Liaison Center. We hope your continual generous under-
standing and support for JIDPO.
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Shigeo Fukuda

President of Japan Graphic Designers Association Inc. (JAGDA)
The office of the Japan Graphic Designers Association Inc. (JAGDA) recently

moved to Tokyo Midtown in Roppongi. We will commence work there while us-
ing the newly established Design Hub as a new stronghold of design. It will func-
tion as a hub to communicate internationally the various aspects of the rapidly
changing visual communications culture, from the perspectives of politics, eco-
nomics, industry, education, and global design culture through our member de-
signers' great effort. We are sincerely hoping for your continued support.
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Exhibition

The Tokyo Midtown Design Hub has approximately 450 m' of lobby space that
will be a base for receiving and broadcasting design information across a range
of different fields, such as disseminating information on Japanese design and
introducing world design. Here, the Design Hub will serve as the operator that
handles planned exhibitions with a selected theme every month, for the
widespread propagation of design in various fields from Japan and abroad.
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Seminars, Lectures, and Workshops

A series of informative, educational events will be held throughout the year,
including lectures related to exhibitions, seminars for business executives, highly
specialized workshops for designers, and other such events that span a wide
range of design and business subjects. The International Design Liaison Center, in
particular, will conduct a continuous series of seminars and symposiums in which
six overseas research and educational institutions will introduce advanced new
design methods on the cutting edge of the business world.
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Joint Industry-Academia Projects

A variety of activities are scheduled to be carried out centering on the Kyushu
University Faculty of Design Tokyo Lounge and the participating institutions of the
Design Liaison Center, such as joint research with Japanese corporations by
research and educational institutions in Japan and abroad, the development of
new designs through industry-academia cooperation, and business research on
topics in new design fields. As a center for international collaboration, we will
promote projects that are of benefit to corporations and designers not just in
Japan or Asia but throughout the world.
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International Design Liaison Center

Highly acclaimed research and educational institutions from different countries
will cooperate in educational programs, including highly specialized design
lectures and seminars, and in joint industry-academia programs, including joint
research and design development projects. Through such programs, international
collaboration with Japanese industry and designers will be promoted. The center

supports the continuous international development and incubation of human
resources for design.
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enhance the international presence of importance of design.
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